
All Souls and All Saints!
During the month of November, we 
celebrate the feast of All Saints 
(November 1) and All Soul’s 
(November 2). On All Saints Day 
we recognize and honour all of the 
saints in heaven, those we know 
and those that are not known to 
us. We can ask our favourite saint 
to intercede for us when we pray 
for our intentions. 

On All Souls Day we remember all 
of our relatives and friends who 
have passed away. Some churches 
have a ‘Book of Remembrance’ 
where we can write down the 
names of our loved ones who have 
gone before us. On this day we can 
pray for the repose of the souls of 
our friends and family as well as 
asking them to intercede on our 
behalf. 

Toward the middle of November, it 
might be a good idea to begin 
preparing for the season of Advent 
which begins on Sunday, 
November 27th. 

St. Martin de Porres
Martin de Porres was born on 
December 9, 1579 in Lima Peru. 
He joined the Dominican order and 
served as a lay brother. He worked 

as a barber, farm labourer and 
took care of the sick and infirm. 
Evidently Martin could perform 
many miracles from levitation to 
bilocation to communication with 
animals. 

He became very well known as a 
result of his care of the sick and 
the poor. Consequently, many 
people sought his advice. 

He died in the year 1639 at the age 
of 90, which, at that time, was 
considered to be very, very old. He 
is the patron saint of barbers, 
innkeepers, racial equality and 
social justice. We celebrate this 
great saint on November 3rd. 

St. Homobonus
St. Homobonus was a citizen of 
Cremona, Italy. He was 
hardworking and honest, 
religiously devout and generous. 
He was also a successful 
entrepreneur. His 
entrepreneurship is the reason 
businessmen have venerated him 
as their patron for over 900 years. 
Homobonus inherited his father’s 
tailoring business at a time when 
Italian cities were growing rich 
from the manufacture of fine 
fabrics. Recognizing the wave of 
the future, he shifted his business 

from making clothes to selling 
fabric. 

Starting a new business venture is 
a time-consuming task, yet every 
week Homobonus found a moment 
to visit the poor, delivering 
whatever they needed. At the end 
of each workday before returning 
home to his family, he went to 
Mass at the church, St. Egidio. 

At age fifty, Homobonus was 
wealthy enough to retire and 
devout himself entirely to 
charitable works. On November 13, 
1197, he was attending an evening 
Mass, when suddenly he flung out 
his arms and fell facedown onto 
the church floor. At first the 
congregation around him thought 
it was a gesture of piety. When 
Homobonus didn’t stand up to hear 
the reading of the Gospel, the 
people grew concerned. Bending 
over him they found the good man 
was indeed dead, likely from a 
massive heart attack.  

We wish a happy feast day to all 
those who celebrate their Saint’s 
day in November.  We pray your 
patron saints watch over you and 
guide you as you strive to be good 
people like them.

PRESENTATION OF THE 
BLESSED VIRGIN MARY 

This feast is celebrated on 
November 21st and it 
commemorates a visit by the Blessed 
Virgin Mary, at the age of 3 years 
old, to the Temple in Jerusalem.  At 
that time, she was dedicated to the 
service of God and to live her life as 
a consecrated virgin.  This feast 
recognizes Mary as a temple where 
God is to be found.

The Presentation of Mary became a 
feast in the year 1585 and Our Lady 
of the Presentation is the patron 
saint of the Brazilian city of Natal.
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Did you know…

The celebration of this Feast was 
introduced into the Roman Catholic 
Church in the 15th century by Pope 
Gregory XI, then removed from the 
calendar by Pope Pius V in the mid 16th 
century. Pope Sixtus V later 
reestablished the feast in 1585, and it is 
still celebrated today, commemorating 
the faith of her parents, Joachim and 
Anne, and the purity of Mary.



St. Homobonus cont.
The Bishop of Cremona traveled to 
Rome to tell Homobonus’ story 
personally to Pope Innocent III, who 
was so impressed that he began the 
process of making Homobonus a 
saint. Two years later it was official. 
The canonization caused a furor, 
because in the twelfth century, 
sainthood was rare for laymen who 
had not died as martyrs.  

But Pope Innocent III was a 
practical, results-orientated man, 
and Homobonus’s straightforward 
approach to sanctity appealed to 
him.  

St. Catherine of 
Alexandria

The story of St. Catherine of 
Alexandria is 
especially 
charming, and 
made her one of 
the most popular 
saints of the 
Middle Ages.  St. 
Joan of Arc said 
that St. 
Catherine’s was 
one of the most 
heavenly voices that guided her. 
The “life” of St. Catherine as it has 
come down to us, is almost certainly 
a legend. It is so beautiful, it’s worth 
retelling. The daughter of a king 
who gave her an excellent 
education, Catherine spent almost 
all of her time in the great library of 

Alexandria, Egypt. While still in her 
teens, she had mastered philosophy 
and all the sciences and was a 
skilled orator.  

One day at the library, she fell 
asleep over her books and dreamed 
of a beautiful woman dressed like a 
queen and holding, on her lap, the 
loveliest little boy. Indicating to 
Catherine, the woman asked the 
child “would you like to marry this 
young woman?” The little boy 
replied “absolutely not. She is so 
ugly!” Catherine awoke from her 
dream sobbing. As she tried to 
control herself, an elderly man 
approached and asked if he could 
help. Catherine told him what she 
had seen. The man told her he could 
interpret her dream.  The beautiful 
woman was the Virgin Mary, he 
said, and the little boy was her son, 
Jesus Christ. “How can I make 
myself beautiful for him?” 
Catherine asked. “Baptism will 
make your soul pure and perfectly 
pleasing to Christ,” the old man 
answered. Then he revealed that he 
was a Christian priest and would be 
willing to instruct her in the faith. 
Catherine learned quickly and in a 
short amount of time she was ready 
to be baptized. After receiving the 
sacrament of baptism, she fell 
asleep again and the child Jesus 
appeared to her. Mary put out the 
same question to her son, “Would 
you like to marry this young girl?” 
This time Christ replied “yes, 
because now she is truly beautiful!” 

Then the child gave Catherine a 
ring, and when she woke up, she 
found the mystical band on her 
finger.  

Catherine was only 18 years old 
when Emperor Maximus began to 
persecute Christians in Egypt. At 
her court arraignment she defended 
her new faith so well that Maximus 
assembled 50 of Alexandria wisest 
pagan scholars to debate her. In 
spite of all their learning, the 
philosophers lost. Furious at being 
humiliated by a girl, Maximus 
ordered the hapless philosophers to 
be burned alive and then sentenced 
Catherine to die. As soon as she 
touched the spiked wheel, that 
would be her form of death, 
however, it exploded and the broken 
shards flew into the crowd. 

At that, Maximus ordered 
Catherine beheaded. The moment 
she died, angels lifted her body and 
buried it on Mount Sinai. Since the 
early Middle Ages her relics have 
been enshrined in Sinai’s 
Monastery of St. Catherine. Because 
of her wisdom, her intelligence and 
her love for books, St. Catherine of 
Alexandria is the patron of libraries 

and librarians.  

PRAYER TO ST. CATHERINE OF ALEXANDRIA             
(FOR STUDENTS)

O glorious Saint Catherine, wise 
and prudent virgin, thou who 
didst set the knowledge of 
Jesus Christ above all other 

knowledge, 

Obtain for us the grace to 
remain inviolably attached to 

the Catholic faith, and to seek 
in our studies and in our 

teaching only the extension of 
the Kingdom of Jesus Christ 
our Lord and of His Holy 

Church both in ourselves and in 
the souls of others.  

Amen.

Feast Days to Remember 
Feast of All Saints                    

Nov 1
Feast of All Souls                                  Nov 2
St. Martin de Porres     

      Nov 3
St. Homobonus             

      Nov 13
Feast of Christ the King

Nov 25
Presentation of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary  Nov 21
St. Catherine of Alexandria

Nov 25
First Sunday of Advent

Nov 27


