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27th Sunday in Ordinary Time - Year B 

 
According to an old Sufi tale one afternoon a man named Nasrudin was 

sitting in a cafe drinking tea with a friend and talking about life and love. 

How come you never married Nasrudin? asked his friend at one point. 

Well, said Nasrudin to tell the truth, I spent my youth looking for the 

perfect woman in Cairo. I met a beautiful and intelligent woman with 

eyes like dark Olives, but she was unkind. Then in Baghdad I met a 

woman who was wonderful and generous, but we had no interest in 

common. One woman after another would seem just right but there was 

always something missing. Then one day I met her, she was beautiful, 

intelligent, generous and kind. We had everything in common in fact. 

She was perfect. What happened, asked Nasiruddin’s friend, why didn't 

you marry her? Nasrudin sipped his tea reflectively well, he sighed. It's 

a sad thing. It seems she was looking for the perfect man. Aren't we all 

looking for perfection usually in someone else? Usually in the other and 

when we don't find it like Nasiruddin in that little story, we're all too 

eager to move on. Our Scripture readings today are calling us to move 

in the opposite direction toward relationships that are stable, life-giving 

and holy.  

 

We begin with our first reading from Genesis which addresses the 

question of marriage and divorce. The theme of marriage, found in the 

Gospel and the first reading, deserves special attention. The message of 

the word of God may be summed up in the expression found in the Book of 

Genesis. We see from the very opening of the Bible that God always 

intended marriage to be a partnership, a partnership of equals. Over the 

century this first reading has been used to justify treating women as 

inferior to men. Experts in ancient languages and culture have shown 

that such an interpretation of this creation account is completely 

mistaken. The basic point of the story is that the animals were not able 

to be equal partners with the man. So, God created the first woman with 

a unique act of creation as was the case with the first man. The main 

thrust of Genesis is not the subordination of woman, but her 

complementariness to man. 
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The book of Genesis tells us that after God created Eve from the side of 

Adam, He brought her to Adam who exclaimed, “this one at last is one of 

my bones and flesh of my flesh”. With these two words born and flesh, 

Adam was praising God and expressing his delight in the beauty he found 

in Eve. But he was always also pointing to two other things - the great 

dignity and yet the great frailty of married love and married life. Bones and 

flesh are what the human body is made of. All humans, men and women 

share this physical fact. But they also share in the symbolic meaning. Bone 

represents the strength and flesh represents the weakness. So, both men 

and women are weak and yet both at times are strong. God's plan for 

marriage takes this into account. This is why at the exchange of married 

vows in the wedding ceremony, they promise to be true to each other in 

good times and in bad, in sickness and in health and in weakness and in 

strength. In the marital union of two persons, with both strength and 

weaknesses, men and women are caught up in the mystery of lifelong love 

designed by God from the beginning. This is how God’s love united with 

human love becomes a concrete in our world. 

Taken up from the genesis account by Jesus himself says in today’s Gospel, 

“Therefore a man leaves his father and his mother and cleaves to his wife, 

and they become one flesh” (Gen 2:24; Mk 10:7-8). What does this say to 

us today? It seems to me that it invites us to be more aware of a reality, 

already well known but not fully appreciated: that matrimony is a gospel in 

itself, the good news for the world of today, especially the secularized 

world. The union of a man and a woman, their becoming “one flesh” in 

charity, in fruitful and indissoluble love, is a sign that speaks of God with a 

force and an eloquence which in our days has become greater because 

unfortunately, for various reasons, marriage, in precisely the oldest regions 

evangelized, is going through a profound crisis. And it is not by chance. 

Marriage is ultimately for the benefit of the entire human race. Properly 

understood, marriage is the conjugal union of a man and woman for life, of 

exclusive and mutual fidelity, for the procreation and education of children. 

There are the three ‘goods’ or ‘bona’ of marriage. The expression ‘goods’ 

originated from St. Augustine.  The first is fidelity (‘bonum fidei’). It is also 

termed as the property of unity or exclusivity. One man, one woman. 
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Hence, monogamy is the norm. The second is permanence (‘bonum 

sacramenti’). It is also termed as the property of indissolubility. The 

marriage bond is unbreakable: “What God has joined together; no human 

being must separate.” Only death can dissolve this bond. The Catechism of 

the Catholic Church says, "Love seeks to be definitive; it cannot be an 

arrangement 'until further notice'..." (CCC 1646). And the third is openness 

to procreation of offspring (‘bonum prolis’). Having children guarantees the 

perpetuation of mankind and it depends largely on the stability of the union 

of man and woman in marriage. After all, the fundamental task of marriage 

and family is to be at the service of life. 

 

The world we are living in now fosters unbridled selfishness, and this leads 

to the emergence of a ‘throwaway culture’. Everything is dispensable and 

can be thrown away after use – plastic bottles and cups, paper plates, 

household appliances and gadgets, and many others. Unfortunately, this 

culture is also applied to persons. After ‘using’ somebody, he/she can be 

conveniently thrown away – abortion; death penalty and euthanasia. A 

spouse can be ‘thrown away’ through divorce and that threatens marriage 

and family life. Both are essential institutions founded on genuine love for 

the sustenance of humanity. Unfortunately, in our time these essential 

institutions are under serious threat. So, it is important to note that 

whatever threatens marriage and family life threatens love, unity and the 

entire human existence. In today’s world, there is a strong tendency to see 

commitment as good only as long as it is going well. When difficulties arise, 

we may be tempted to walk away rather than to stay and try to work it out. 

Today Jesus calls us to take our personal relationships and commitments 

very seriously. True, deep and loving commitment is the most precious gift 

we can give to another person. Yes, we will mess up and of course there 

will be difficulties. However, a loving and long-lasting relationship 

(marriage, friendship, family, church community, etc.) may be the greatest 

gift we receive in our lifetime. 

Take a moment and think about the people in your life who have loved you, 

forgiven you, held you, laughed with you and celebrated precious moments 

with you. Can you imagine your life without them? No doubt, there also 

have been very difficult times in your life with these people. However, you 
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knew that these individuals loved you and that they would support you. 

Today give thanks for their presence in your life. Give thanks for the many 

gifts and the love they have given you. And perhaps take the time to 

personally thank them for the gift they continue to be to you! 

 

Finally, I sincerely sympathize with all those going through difficult times 

in their marriages, I pray that God will give them the grace, strength and 

wisdom to move forward and find peace in their homes. For those intending 

to be united in this holy sacrament, through the grace of God, may they 

find fulfillment in the love they profess. God bless you all. Amen 
 


